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Swedish National Statement at 194th UNESCO Executive Board Meeting 7th of April 

2014 

 

Presented by Ms. Amelie von Zweigbergk, Swedish member of the UNESCO Executive 

Board, UNESCO secretariat in Paris  

 

- Please check against delivery  -  

 

Thank you Mr. Chair. 

 

Sweden aligns itself to the EU statement. 

 

It has been many years since Sweden served as a member of UNESCO’s Executive Board. 

We would like to express our sincere gratitude for the support in our election, and look 

forward to four years of fruitful cooperation with all Member States as well as the 

Secretariat.  

 

The 11th of March of this year, Swedish journalist Nils Horner traveled to Afghanistan to 

report on the coming presidential elections. He had just started  interviewing people in 

Wazir Akbar Khan, working to help us better understand this crucial moment in Afghan 

history, when all of a sudden a gun was put to the back of his head. 

 

A shot was fired, and Nils died instantly.  

 

That street in Kabul witnessed the tragic silencing of a much respected and beloved 

journalist.  

 

Unfortunately Nils Horner is only one among many. During the last ten years over 600 

journalists have been killed while doing their job. The majority of these were not war 

correspondents but local journalists reporting on issues such as corruption and drug 

trade. 

 



2 
 

The safety of journalists and the fight against their killers’ impunity are essential in 

order to preserve the fundamental right to freedom of expression. This lies at the heart 

of the construction of democratic societies.  

 

We believe that an effective implementation of the UN Plan of Action on the Safety of 

Journalists and the Issue of Impunity can make a real difference. That is why we strongly 

support UNESCO’s lead role in coordinating this work.   

 

To be able to tackle the challenges that undermine free expression, we must first get a 

better understanding of the actual situation. UNESCO’s new report on World Trends in 

Freedom of Expression and Media Development is a valuable tool, and we see this as a 

starting point for future important work. 

 

The right to freedom of expression and free access to information, online as well as 

offline, is crucial. It is an absolutely essential requirement for critical analysis and 

learning, quality education and strengthening science and research, as well as for the 

development of vibrant cultures. Everybody’s access to information is a necessary 

component of a democratic society. UNESCO’s Open Access Policy is of great importance 

in this regard.  

 

Free expression for creators of cultural goods benefits not only individuals, but societies 

as a whole, and this is an area where UNESCO can and ought to do more.  

 

Sweden appreciated the inclusive World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS+10) 

review event, which resulted in a final statement endorsed by the 37th General 

Conference. It reinforced the importance of access to information and the protection and 

promotion of human rights online to the building of knowledge societies.  

It also underlined the importance of ensuring a broad, inclusive engagement in 

discussions on ICT and information society issues. In this regard, we encourage 

UNESCO's development of the concept of Internet Universality based on human rights, 

openness, accessibility and multi-stakeholder participation. 
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During the last two decades the international community and national governments 

have made huge efforts and obtained significant achievements in expanding access to 

primary education - we all have reasons to be very encouraged by the results! 

 

However, we now need to focus on the quality of the education systems. The future 

development of the teaching profession and Education for Sustainable Development are 

crucial to this. We fully support the universal approach in the post-2015 agenda. We all 

have challenges to tackle. In Sweden we have the problem of boys dropping out of 

school.  

 

We need to make stronger efforts to close the gender gap especially when it comes to 

access to secondary education, which has been shown to contribute more strongly than 

primary school attendance, to the empowerment of women and girls. Education is also 

important as we know that it empowers young people to protect themselves against 

HIV. This was strongly emphasized at the last meeting with the UN Commission on the 

Status of Women.  

 

Gender equality is indeed a priority for Sweden. We will closely follow the 

implementation of the second Gender Equality Action Plan. There are good examples on 

how to include women and we need to learn more from them. In the Geoscience 

programme the support has been successful in promoting female researchers, due to 

strong systematic work and a gender sensitive approach.  

 

In the field of the sciences we have strengthened our cooperation with UNESCO. In two 

months Sweden will host the next meeting of the International Coordination Council of 

the Man and Biosphere Programme. We also have a new Category 2 Center on 

International Water Cooperation in Stockholm.   

 

We have high expectations on the work of UNESCO. We have high expectations because 

of its unique mandate, the values it stands for and its important normative role.  

 

But if we want UNESCO to remain relevant, achieve its goals and attain its results, it is 

crucial that the reform process continue. We support the systematic evaluation of all 
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activities, programmes and intergovernmental bodies. This enables the Organization to 

discontinue non-performing programmes and activities, and it helps us to identify new 

priorities, and to further amplify UNESCO’s impact.  

 

Once again, Sweden very much looks forward to working with all of you for the 

betterment of our Organization! 

 


